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Dani Coren is a largely self- 
taught sculptor.
(Photos: Tomasz Solinski)

for life AW

(Bottom) His work ranges 
from the highly complex to 
the seemingly simple.

But he says he has not only learned to cope with the 
physical constraints of his disease, but has also gleaned 
some sensory benefits that bypass the MS-induced lim- 
itations. “I see more. I am more intuitive,” he notes. “I 
see more because I am listening more.”

That is also a product of his vastly revamped daily 
schedule. Carlin now works as a medical clinic man- 
ager and says he has far more time, much of which he 
spends with his two young children from his second 
wife. He also has three grownup daughters from his 
first wife, from whom he says he separated amicably.

“Now, when I go somewhere, I don’t just take a pic- 
ture of the place,” he continues. “I sit with the people 
and get to know them a little bit. Now I take that time. 
Before, I was a workaholic. Now, when I take pictures 
of dancers, I talk to them and get to know them. That’s 
very important in photography.”

Talking to Carlin, you are swept away on the winds 
of optimism and getting the best out of life. The same

At Zichron Ya'acov's Habayit gallery, artists with multiple sclerosis 
interface with the public

• By BARRY DAVIS But that came at a price. “I had three daughters who, 
basically, grew up without a father,” he recalls. “I was 
always either at work or studies.” And when he wasn’t 
working or studying, Carlin could often be found tack- 
ling all kinds of challenging terrain on his two-wheel- 
er, along with a bunch of like-minded and similarly 
driven fellow bikers.

When Carlin experienced the initial, shocking 
symptoms of MS, it turned his world on its head, in 
social terms, too. “All my friends were cyclists and, 
suddenly, that stopped. I couldn’t go on operating 
anymore either. I needed to do something that inter- 
ested me, and would give me something to do, and 
that wasn’t too physical.”

Photography came to the rescue. Carlin got his first 
camera at the age of 12, when his father returned from 
a business trip to Japan with an Asahi Pentax SLR. He 
learned how to develop pictures at school, but image 
snapping was gradually consigned to a remote back 
burner while he got on with furthering his medical 
studies and career. When MS struck, Carlin’s backdrop 
in photography proved to be a lifesaver.

“It got me out of the house,” he says. “You know, 
when you get such an illness, you just want to stay at 
home and hide away from the world. So getting out 
with a camera was very important.” He immersed him- 
self in his newly refound passion, attending all kinds 
of workshops and courses in order to polish his tech- 
nical skills and develop his photographic perception.

The latter is a highly significant point in Carlin’s 
evolving visual awareness. I remarked how his light- 
blue glasses perfectly matched the tone of his shirt. “I 
have nice glasses, but I don’t see well,” he remarks. “I 
have double vision. That wouldn’t help me to operate 
on someone,” he adds with a chuckle.

wound turned into light,” noted ear- 
h-century cubist art pioneer Georges 
e. Daniel Carlin would certainly go 
with the notion of the healing powers 

of engaging in a creative pursuit.
Now in his late 50s, the youthful-looking Carlin 

currently has several photographs on display at the 
Habayit gallery in Zichron Ya’acov, which opened for 
business last month, with Irit Louzon at the manage- 
rial helm. The gallery has a prime location, just off the 
town’s main thoroughfare and principal tourist at- 
traction - Hameyasdim Street. It is an arts venue with 
a difference. Habayit, “The Home” in Hebrew, was es- 
tablished principally to display works by artists with 
multiple sclerosis (MS).

The idea behind Habayit is not only to provide tal- 
ented MS sufferers with a means of getting their work 
out there, but also to serve as an invaluable interface 
with members of the general public who may be bliss- 
fully unaware of the degenerative disease.

Carlin is a classic example of how a sharp downturn 
in physical health can lead to a drastic change in life- 
style and mind-set, and not necessarily for the worst. 
Up to around 10 years ago, the US-born orthopedic 
surgeon was making significant professional strides. 
He had made a name for himself as an expert in prob- 
lems relating to the joints of the body, and specifically 
in sports-related injuries. Mind you, considering his 
principal off-work activity, that is hardly surprising. 
He was an avid mountain cyclist, and kept himself in 
top physical condition. He was still doing army reserve 
duty, generally serving with regular army soldiers less 
than half his age.




